Attachment 3 to Policy plan of the Stichting Immortality Fund

Koloniehuis St. Joseph, Egmond aan Zee

Founded in 1919 to provide holiday care for urban children, the St. Joseph home in Egmond
aan Zee initially enjoyed great success. After World War I, declining placements, failed
efforts to secure medical-care status, and the loss of subsidies led to ongoing financial
instability. Despite reorganizations and a new role as a residential youth guidance center
under the name De Wering, the institution ultimately went bankrupt and closed in 1979.

12 April 1919 - Establishment of the Roman Catholic Association for Children’s Holiday and
Convalescent Homes by notarial deed.

9 May 1919 - Official approval by Royal Decree.

1927 — Opening of the St. Joseph colony home in Egmond aan Zee.

1927-1940s — Period of growth and success, with hundreds of children accommodated
annually for extended stays.

Post-1945 — Sharp decline in child placements following the Second World War.

19 September 1968 — Withdrawal of the managing religious order; management transferred
to lay staff.

From 1970 — Failed attempt to obtain recognition as a medical children’s home under the
Exceptional Medical Expenses Act.

1 January 1972 — Termination of subsidies by public authorities and health insurance funds.

15 October 1975 — Financial and administrative management transferred to the Central
Bureau of the Dutch Catholic Association for Children’s Evacuations.

1 January 1978 — Reorganization: St. Joseph renamed De Wering and redefined as a
residential guidance center for adolescents aged 12-18.

1978 — Closure of the Doris Rijkers School attached to the institution.
31 December 1979 — Bankruptcy and permanent closure of De Wering.

Some more photos online from St Joseph are to be found on

https://bleekneusjes.nl/joseph
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St. Joseph revisited at Humaniversity Egmond aan Zee

De Stichting Immortality Fund organiseert op deze zondag een bezoek middag voor ex-
bewoners van het voormalige koloniehuis St. Joseph.

Er zal een rondleiding worden gegeven en er is gelegenheid om herinneringen uit te
wisselen onder het genot van een kopje thee of koffie.

U bent van harte welkom!

Report St. Joseph Revisited on November 9, 2025

By Sangita and Preetha
15:00 — Welcome with coffee, tea, and the photo book.

Sangita and Preetha opened the gathering with an introduction, followed by a brief overview
of the Humaniversity as it exists today and the work we are engaged in. We then provided a
historical account of the various roles St. Joseph has fulfilled over the years.

Six people, who stayed at St. Joseph in the period after the war 1945-1978, attended the
event. Four had lived here with stays ranging from six weeks to three months.

Each participant introduced themselves and shared, when they had been here, along with
reflections on their personal experiences.

Following this round of sharing, we guided the group on a tour of the property, including the
interior of the house and the Dojo.

We concluded at 17:00 with a closing circle, giving everyone the opportunity to express how
the visit had been for them. All participants expressed gratitude for the chance to see the
place again and spoke warmly of their memories of St. Joseph.

Koloniehuis Sint Joseph
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Sint Joseph Revisited
Overview 2008-2025

Date Leader Visitors | notes
Jun 2008 | Prem Jan 1
Nov 2008 16

Nov 2009 | Prem Jan

Nov 2010 | Prem Jan

Nov 2011 | Prem Jan

Nov 2014 | Prem Jan

Nov 2015 | Prem Jan

Oct 2016 | Prem Jan

Nov 2017 | Prem Jan

Nov 2018 | Prem Jan

Oct 2019 | Prem Jan

Nov 2020 | Prem Jan

Nov 2024 | Sangita
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Nov 2025 | Sangita




